
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Cllr Jeff Tutt 
Malby Cottage 
Dunkirk Road South 
Dunkirk 
ME13 9PD 
 
 
 
 
 
BY EMAIL ONLY 

Growth and Communities  

 
Invicta House 
County Hall 
Maidstone  
Kent 
ME14 1XX  
 
Phone: 03000 415673 

     Ask for: Francesca Potter  

     Email: francesca.potter@kent.gov.uk 

 
 
13 May 2021 

 

Dear Cllr Tutt, 

 

Re: Boughton and Dunkirk Neighbourhood Plan - Regulation 14 Consultation 

 

Thank you for consulting Kent County Council (KCC) on the Boughton and Dunkirk 

Neighbourhood Plan, in accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 

2012. 

 

The County Council has reviewed the Neighbourhood Plan and for ease of reference, has 

provided comments structured under the chapter headings and policies used within the 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Overall Commentary  

 

Having read the consultation document, the County Council would suggest that a revision of 

the structure of the Neighbourhood Plan would be beneficial in ensuring that the policies, and 

the context in which they operate in, are clear.  

 

2 Summary of Plan Objectives & Policies  

 

Heritage Conservation: KCC welcomes the objective that seeks to protect the parishes’ 

architectural heritage, character and scheduled monuments. KCC does recommend that this 

is expanded further to all aspects of the historic environment. This could be achieved by 

including the following objective: 

 

“Protect the rich and diverse heritage of Boughton and Dunkirk, including its built 

heritage, archaeological sites and historic landscape. Ensure that new development 

is sympathetic to existing historic character.” 
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Housing   

 

Public Rights of Way (PRoW): In respect of Policy H1, KCC recommends that reference is 

made to the need for sites to promote sustainable and Active Travel connectivity.    

 

Provision and Delivery of County Council Community Services and Facilities: In respect of 

the proposed development of ten to twelve homes within Policy H2, KCC will require the 

financial contributions to be secured through a section 106 agreement for: 

• Primary – new build and land contributions towards one of the new primary schools 

in East Faversham 

• Secondary – new build and land contributions towards the new secondary school in 

East Faversham 

• Library 

• Community learning 

• Youth 

• Adult Social Services and all applicable homes to be Wheelchair Part M4(2) 

compliant 

• Waste disposal 

• Broadband – fibre to the premises of 1GB capability 

 

The County Council would welcome further engagement as this development proposal is 

progressed to ensure the necessary infrastructure is available to support the development.  

 

Traffic and Transport  

 

PRoW: In respect of Policies T1 and T2, KCC requests the inclusion of a requirement that 

new housing should encourage a shift from short car journeys and provide off road 

connections through improvement of the existing PRoW network. From a safety perspective, 

research shows that people are deterred from cycling along existing roads due to increasing 

levels of vehicular traffic. The character and value of any quiet lanes connected to 

development sites should not become dangerous or unattractive for non-motorised traffic.  

 

Business and Employment  

 

PRoW: Within Policy BE4, KCC requests the inclusion of a requirement for development to 

be delivered within close proximity to sustainable and Active Travel links and connectivity to 

the Public Rights of Way network.  

 

Community Wellbeing, Education & Health  

 

PRoW: KCC recommends that “designated footpath trails” is amended to “the PRoW network 

and KCC promoted routes” within Policy CWB1. The policy should reflect how the PRoW 

network meets the likely future public need in contributing towards more sustainable 

development; delivering active travel options; providing opportunities for exercise, leisure and 

open-air recreation for all community user groups. 
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PRoW: In respect of Policy CWB3, KCC recommends that reference is made to the PRoW 

network (as opposed to “bridleways and footpaths”) and the need for improving and 

enhancing the PRoW network to enable safe and attractive walking and cycling connections 

and links from new developments to community facilities should also be referenced. An 

increased population will undoubtedly add to the pressure and importance of the surrounding 

PRoW network. 

 

Educational Provision  

 

PRoW: Under Policy EP2, KCC requests that new walking and cycling connections, including 

enhancements to the existing PRoW network, are considered within the infrastructure 

provision for existing and any new educational facilities. 

 

Education: In respect of Policy EP3, it is noted that to date there have been no discussions 

regarding the re-siting of the school. KCC would not have access to funding to completely 

rebuild the school, and so land without rebuild funding would be inadequate. If land was 

adjacent to the school, then there would be a possibility for future expansion. However, KCC 

is not currently planning any expansion to the school itself, given the low number of 

additional houses proposed. There is also a nursery on site and so if an alternative site 

within the village was available at some point in the future to move the nursery, then that 

would provide some spaces to give a little more capacity to the school. 

 

Environment, Landscape Character & Design  

 

PRoW: Under Policies E1-13, in areas where there would be significant effect on the PRoW 

network, PRoW must be included in the landscape planning of any development. 

 

Heritage Conservation: KCC welcomes the commitment within Policy E2 to ensuring that 

new development in the countryside is in keeping with the character of the existing 

settlement. It should be noted that development between villages and hamlets and among 

farm buildings would, in many places, be consistent with the historic character of those 

areas. Historic England (together with KCC and the Kent Downs AONB team) has published 

guidance on historic farmsteads in Kent that considers how rural development proposals can 

be assessed for whether they are consistent with existing character of the countryside1 - 

consideration of this guidance is recommended.   

 

Heritage Conservation: Within Policy E4, it should be noted that the historic landscape is an 

important element in historic character. The existing pattern of tracks and lanes, woods, field 

boundaries and ponds, is the result of centuries of use. Many of these features are historic 

assets in their own right and must be identified and understood if the historic character of the 

countryside is to be conserved. Historic Landscape Characterisation is the process by which 

this can be achieved. The Kent Historic Landscape Characterisation (2001) has identified 

the broad historic character of the landscape of Kent. Where it is to be applied locally, further 

study is needed to refine its conclusions, but it remains an essential tool for understanding 

the landscape of Boughton and Dunkirk. More detailed assessments have already been 

 
1 http://www.kentdowns.org.uk/publications/kent-downs-aonb-farmstead-guidance 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kentdowns.org.uk%2Fpublications%2Fkent-downs-aonb-farmstead-guidance&data=04%7C01%7CFrancesca.Potter%40kent.gov.uk%7Cb8f5acea38fc47f3a18908d90afb02f9%7C3253a20dc7354bfea8b73e6ab37f5f90%7C0%7C0%7C637552895471282262%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Okt7vSzFvOA%2B9S99fWzR73ujWxfqmMo0jug%2FnVqmtMM%3D&reserved=0
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carried out in parts of Kent, such as the High Weald and Hoo Peninsula, and KCC would be 

happy to discuss such a project with the Parish Councils. 

 

3. About Us 

 

Heritage Conservation: Overall, the County Council considers that this Neighbourhood Plan 

would achieve greater clarity if all relevant text relating to the historic environment is brought 

together in a single “historic review” section. 

 

The “About Us” section is very partial in its consideration of the heritage of the parishes. The 

known heritage of the area covers a period of at least 150,000 years – the Kent Historic 

Environment Record provides further details2. Palaeolithic handaxes are reported to have 

been found at Brenley Corner and a Neolithic axe was found in Dunkirk in c. 2008. An early 

Bronze Age beaker was probably found at Brenley in 1876 and an extensive system of 

dykes, probably Iron Age in date, have been found in Blean Woods.  

 

As noted already in the text, Roman Watling Street passes south-east/north-west through 

the Neighbourhood Plan area. Alongside the road were numerous archaeological sites. 

These included an iron working site and possible shrine at Brenley Corner, Roman or Saxon 

burials at Boughton, pottery at Fairbrook Farm and an early 4th century coin of Constantine. 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan area includes a wide range of Medieval listed buildings including 

the Grade I listed church of St Peter and St Paul. Other structures include cottages, 

farmhouses and inns. In addition, the lost Holy Trinity chapel and hospital is thought to have 

stood at Boughton Street.  

 

The Historic Environment Record lists more than 170 records dating to the Post Medieval 

period or later. These include a wide range of assets from sites as diverse as historic 

farmsteads (44), hop pickers huts, windmill remains, oast houses and barns, chapels, 

cottages and milestones - which in combination with the historic landscape, more than any 

other asset group give the study area its main historic character. More recent assets should 

not be overlooked either. The study area includes agricultural buildings and 20th century hop-

pickers huts, but also important military heritage, particularly that associated with the former 

Dunkirk Radar Station (a scheduled monument). The radar tower itself, the pillbox defences 

and the anti-aircraft Bofors tower constitute a highly significant and intact military landscape 

that has the potential to play an important role in life in the study area as a focus of trails, 

educational and community activities. 

 

8. Planning Policy Context 

 

PRoW:  Reference should be made to the County Council’s Rights of Way Improvement Plan 

(ROWIP). This will enable successful partnership working to continue and deliver 

improvements to the PRoW network in Boughton and Dunkirk. The map provided on page 20 

of the Neighbourhood Plan should include the PRoW network. The Parishes should hold 

copies of the Definitive Map – but KCC is able to provide this if necessary. The PRoW 

network complements site allocations in that it is a vital component of the highways network, 

 
2 www.kent.gov.uk/HER  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kent.gov.uk%2FHER&data=04%7C01%7CFrancesca.Potter%40kent.gov.uk%7Cb8f5acea38fc47f3a18908d90afb02f9%7C3253a20dc7354bfea8b73e6ab37f5f90%7C0%7C0%7C637552895471292251%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aRIXuq%2BERzCTAfJNwYkru%2FK98emF%2BwKmdjsWXH9shDI%3D&reserved=0
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providing significant opportunities for active travel. The PRoW network should therefore be 

specifically referenced throughout the Neighbourhood Plan. In the context of the surrounding 

villages, reference to transport should refer to the PRoW network with a majority of Public 

Footpaths as well as Public Bridleways ZR518, ZR517, ZR529 and ZR554 as cross -parish 

links that should be protected and enhanced. 

 

Minerals and Waste:  KCC can confirm that the Neighbourhood Plan area does not contain 

any safeguarded waste or mineral processing/handling facilities. Therefore, the Plan does 

not require to be considered against the safeguarding provisions of Policy CSM 7: 

Safeguarding Other Mineral Plan Infrastructure or Policy CSW 16: Safeguarding of Existing 

Waste Management Facilities of the adopted Kent Minerals and Waste Local Plan (2013-

2030) (KMWLP).  

 

With regard to safeguarded land-won minerals, the Plan area does contain two safeguarded 

mineral types. They are the Sub-Alluvial River Terrace Sands and Gravel and 

Brickearth.  However, the proposed allocations for housing developments are not coincident 

with these safeguarded minerals. Therefore, the Plan does not need to address any land-

won safeguarding issues in relation to these potential developments. KCC recommends 

consideration is given to the presence of the safeguarded land-won mineral by referencing 

the safeguarded minerals and the relevant Mineral Safeguarding Area proposal maps of the 

KMLWP 2013-30.  

 

9. Housing  

 

Policies from Guiding Principle 1  

 

PRoW: Within Policy H2, KCC recommends that any proposed development sites need to be 

sustainable and connected by quality pedestrian and cycle routes to local facilities to 

encourage shifts away from short car journeys. 

 

Policies from Guiding Principle 2 

 

PRoW: KCC welcomes the reference to the Kent Design Guide within Policy H4 and 

recommends that reference is also made to the ROWIP. The ROWIP can help contribute 

towards a robust infrastructure provision that enables development and encourages 

economic growth leading to regeneration and attraction of new businesses. 

 

Sites 22 and 23 in BD13 

 

PRoW: Public Footpath ZR615 crosses the site heading north to Colonels Lane, and to the 

south, linking to wider network south of the A2 corridor. The footpath also connects to Public 

Footpaths ZR614 and ZR613 providing off road routes to the village centre. The County 

Council would recommend improvements and enhancements both onsite and across the 

wider area through developer contributions to ensure high quality, attractive and safe routes 

are provided. It is important that the PRoW network is mentioned specifically within the 

Neighbourhood Plan so that funding opportunities can be sought.  
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10. Traffic and Transport  

 

Priorities from Guiding Principle 1 

 

PRoW: In respect of Policy T/PR1b, any measures for improvements at Brenley Corner 

should ensure there is no severance of the PRoW network and the walkers, cyclists and 

equestrian users are safely provided for. 

 

Policies for Guiding Principle 2  

 

PRoW: Policy T/P2 should ensure that there is no negative impact on the PRoW network. 

 

Highways and Transportation: With regards to Policy T/PR1a, the County Council 

recognises the importance of the A2/M2 junction at Brenley Corner and is committed to 

supporting improvements to the junction to improve its capacity and resilience; working with 

all parties, including the local parish councils to ensure any solution benefits the surrounding 

communities. 

 

Highways and Transportation: With regards to Policy T/PR1C, the County Council 

recognises the importance of the transport connectivity between the Swale Borough Council 

proposed site allocation for the “Duchy Land” and the existing communities and welcomes 

the commitment made to working with the authorities to ensure these are appropriately 

designed. 

 

Priorities / Projects from Guiding Principle 3: 

 

PRoW: KCC recommends the amendment of the current wording to make reference to the 

PRoW network, as opposed to “cycle and pedestrian routes” within Policy T/PR3b . KCC 

requests mention of early and ongoing engagement with the County Council is respect of 

PRoW to enhance the existing network and provide improved links to address connectivity. 

This would ensure there are sustainable transport choices available that provide realistic 

alternatives to short distance car journeys. 

 

Highways and Transportation: In respect of Policies T/PR3a-c, KCC looks forward to working 

with the parishes to seek opportunities to improve sustainable transport options. 

 

Policies from Guiding Principle 4 

 

Highways and Transportation: In respect of Policy T3, both the Borough and County Council 

have their own parking standards, which would need to be adhered to in the first instance. 

 

Highways and Transportation: In respect of Policy T4, recognising the issues that on street 

lorry parking has on communities, the County Council is committed to seeking appropriately 

located and designed solutions. 
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11. Business and Employment 

 

Policies from Guiding Principle 3  

 

PRoW: KCC recommends that Policy BE4 should ensure that new developments incorporate 

good sustainable transport connections within the community with high quality walking and 

cycling infrastructure available, which can link local amenities together. Replacing private 

vehicle journeys with active travel is to be encouraged. 

 

12. Community Wellbeing, Education & Health 

 

Public Health: KCC is supportive of the principles within the Neighbourhood Plan. To ensure 

the robustness of the Neighbourhood Plan, the County Council recommends a greater use of 

the evidence base using data from the Kent Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) and 

or other sources of public health data from the Public Health Outcomes Framework (PHOF) 

including ward level data - in addition to referencing how these policies support the Kent 

Health and Wellbeing Strategy. Providing evidence of the health needs of the population is in 

line with the National Planning Policy Framework and will justify planning policies regarding 

health and wellbeing.  

 

PRoW: The “Maps identifying footpath trails” should be amended to include the Definitive 

Map for the parishes showing the legal routes of all PRoW. This will enable correct 

identification of recorded Public Footpaths and Bridleways. 

 

Guiding Principle 1 

 

PRoW: KCC recommends “footpath trails” is amended to “recorded PROW network” within 

Policy CWB1. 

 

PRoW: KCC recommends specific mention of the ROWIP as it is a statutory policy document 

for PRoW within Policy CWB2. The ROWIP sets out a strategic approach for the protection 

and enhancement of PRoW, connecting the wider community and green open spaces. The 

provision of high quality open green spaces and opportunities for outdoor recreation should 

be a priority. The Neighbourhood Plan should aim to increase the provision of accessible 

green spaces and improve opportunities to access this resource. There is a growing body of 

evidence demonstrating that physical exercise in open green space can have a positive 

impact on mental health and wellbeing. Good public transport and active travel links with 

open spaces should be made available, so that the public are not dependent on private 

vehicle use for visiting these sites. 

 

Guiding Principle 2 

 

PRoW: KCC recommends that Policy CWB3 should include improving and enhancing the 

PRoW network to enable safe and attractive walking and cycling connections and links 

across the parishes and from new developments to community facilities. An increased 

population will undoubtedly add to the pressure and importance of the surrounding PRoW 

network. Developer contributions could be used to upgrade existing routes or create new 

path links that address existing network fragmentation issues highlighted by the public. The 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kpho.org.uk%2Fjoint-strategic-needs-assessment&data=04%7C01%7CFrancesca.Potter%40kent.gov.uk%7C465226c6106644bed7d308d90b21163a%7C3253a20dc7354bfea8b73e6ab37f5f90%7C0%7C0%7C637553058993854823%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=NNo%2FrHFlm96bd9ExbGEecdIEeWpHbyH6eZKVdABBDU4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffingertips.phe.org.uk%2Fprofile%2Fpublic-health-outcomes-framework&data=04%7C01%7CFrancesca.Potter%40kent.gov.uk%7C465226c6106644bed7d308d90b21163a%7C3253a20dc7354bfea8b73e6ab37f5f90%7C0%7C0%7C637553058993864815%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=eJtdnCqr2EfIUcz9z6%2BSQwXSdbm65UVS67nm%2BGrrOrw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kent.gov.uk%2Fabout-the-council%2Fstrategies-and-policies%2Fhealth-policies%2Fjoint-health-and-wellbeing-strategy&data=04%7C01%7CFrancesca.Potter%40kent.gov.uk%7C465226c6106644bed7d308d90b21163a%7C3253a20dc7354bfea8b73e6ab37f5f90%7C0%7C0%7C637553058993864815%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2vop5p%2FKeLxRK7goTC1w6p6WVDNjDvbH%2FZF3IDRP364%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kent.gov.uk%2Fabout-the-council%2Fstrategies-and-policies%2Fhealth-policies%2Fjoint-health-and-wellbeing-strategy&data=04%7C01%7CFrancesca.Potter%40kent.gov.uk%7C465226c6106644bed7d308d90b21163a%7C3253a20dc7354bfea8b73e6ab37f5f90%7C0%7C0%7C637553058993864815%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2vop5p%2FKeLxRK7goTC1w6p6WVDNjDvbH%2FZF3IDRP364%3D&reserved=0
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network within Boughton and Dunkirk, ZR609/610 and ZR603/604, have been highlighted in 

need of improvement and future proofing with regard to correct alignments and widths.  

 

Walking Trails for Heritage & Health 

 

Heritage Conservation: KCC welcomes the inclusion of the Walking Trails for the Heritage & 

Health image, although it is not clear from the text where this has come from or who 

designed it. Heritage has the potential to contribute significantly to health and well-being and 

it is encouraging to see this recognised by the Parish Councils. The woods around the 

Dunkirk Radar Station would also make a good heritage trail. 

 

Educational Provision 

 

Policies from Guiding Principle 1 

 

PRoW: KCC requests the inclusion for improvements to PRoW network connecting wider 

area to school, to encourage modal shift away from short car journeys, creating attractive 

Active Travel routes to existing and potential re-located school sites within Policy EP2. 

 

13. Environment, Landscape Character & Design 

 

Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems: The Neighbourhood Plan includes a guiding principle 

to “minimise the environmental impact of new development”, yet no reference is made within 

the document to the importance of surface water drainage and the water environment. 

 

There is only one continuous extent of flood risk which cross Boughton under Blean, but the 

surface water mapping from the Environment Agency indicates there are many areas of 

potential surface water flood risk.  This, accompanied with underlying clay geology in areas 

of the parishes, will mean that any new development will require careful consideration of 

surface water drainage within the development layout. 

 

KCC, as Lead Local Flood Authority, recommends that the Neighbourhood Plan considers 

the importance of surface water management within new development to ensure that flood 

risk is not created by new development and any existing drainage issues are not 

exacerbated. 

 

KCC recommends that reference is made to the County Council’s Drainage and Planning 

Policy to understand the important issues with respect to drainage and new development. 

 

Biodiversity: The emerging Swale Local Plan includes a policy that requires a minimum 20% 

net-gain in biodiversity for developments against baseline conditions, which should be 

reflected within the Neighbourhood Plan. Consideration should also be had to paragraph 175 

of the National Planning Policy Framework (2019) and section 40 of the Natural Environment 

and Rural Communities Act (2006).    

 

Whilst the Neighbourhood Plan’s objectives include reference to nature conservation and the 

area’s ancient woodland / Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), KCC recommends that 
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the protection for these sensitive and irreplaceable habitats should be strengthened. 

Specifically, KCC recommends that:  

 

• All areas of conservation interest within the parish boundaries, including ancient 

woodland, local wildlife sites and priority habitats (such as old orchards), need to be 

clearly accounted for and mapped.  

• The ecological connectivity of habitats within the parish boundary, which must be 

maintained and enhanced, i.e. ‘green corridors’, should be identified and 

safeguarded.  

• Identification of local green space to provide both amenity and ecological value 

(ideally areas where wildflower meadows can be established/enhanced).  

• Specific reference to ecologically-sensitive development design, for example, use of 

native, site-appropriate plant species in landscaping.  

• Provision of integrated bird bricks (for declining species like Swift and House Martin) 

into new builds. 

• Requirement for hedgehog gaps in close board fencing.  

• Use of traditional materials as appropriate, such as bitumen roofing felt to prevent bat 

entanglement.  

• Reference to the mitigation hierarchy, protected species assessments conducted 

prior to determination of applications (paragraph 99 of Biodiversity and Geological 

Conservation Circular 06/2005) and biodiversity net-gain.  

 

KCC is supportive of the inclusion of the need for lighting efficiency and light pollution 

reduction.  

 

Sustainable Business and Communities: The County Council recommends a much stronger 

commitment to sustainable development within the Neighbourhood Plan - with the inclusion 

of policies that require high standards of water efficiency, as well as energy efficiency in 

building design, promotion renewable heat and electricity generation, and help with mitigation 

and adaptation to climate change. 

 

KCC would encourage the Neighbourhood Plan to include more reference to climate change 

and the risk the parishes face from this. The Climate Change Risk and Impact Assessment 

(CCRiA) provides some insight into the risks Kent and Medway face from climate change as 

a good starting point3.  

 

KCC would encourage the Neighbourhood Plan to reference renewable energy. The Energy 

and Low Emissions Strategy (ELES) outlines Kent and Medway’s ambition to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions to net-zero emissions by 2050. Taking an evidence based 

approach, it identifies a pathway to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, eliminate poor air 

quality, reduce fuel poverty, and promote the development of an affordable, clean and 

secure energy supply for this county. KCC would encourage the Parish to include this 

strategy in the Neighbourhood Plan.   

 

 

 
3 https://www.kent.gov.uk/about-the-council/strategies-and-policies/environment-waste-and-planning-policies/environmental-
policies/kents-changing-climate  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kent.gov.uk%2Fabout-the-council%2Fstrategies-and-policies%2Fenvironment-waste-and-planning-policies%2Fenvironmental-policies%2Fkents-changing-climate&data=04%7C01%7CFrancesca.Potter%40kent.gov.uk%7C46f8f57eb28e4c7a11da08d90b11a5b7%7C3253a20dc7354bfea8b73e6ab37f5f90%7C0%7C0%7C637552992693930938%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YgixkW6k65Am8EDUOKeiMi0nE2U9MLe%2BKSpclWme7XY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kent.gov.uk%2Fabout-the-council%2Fstrategies-and-policies%2Fenvironment-waste-and-planning-policies%2Fenvironmental-policies%2Fkents-changing-climate&data=04%7C01%7CFrancesca.Potter%40kent.gov.uk%7C46f8f57eb28e4c7a11da08d90b11a5b7%7C3253a20dc7354bfea8b73e6ab37f5f90%7C0%7C0%7C637552992693930938%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YgixkW6k65Am8EDUOKeiMi0nE2U9MLe%2BKSpclWme7XY%3D&reserved=0
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Guiding Principle 1 

 

PRoW:  Objectives 4 and 5 should include protection of PRoW network and its significant role 

in the landscape. 

 

Guiding Principle 3 

 

PRoW:  KCC supports these principles and requests reference to the PRoW network and 

how with improvement opportunities, it can provide high quality rural connectivity. 

 

Guiding Principle 4 

 

PRoW: KCC recommends the wording “public footpath network” is amended to “Public Rights 

of Way network”. 

 

Policies E1 – E9  

 

PRoW: KCC recommends these policies ensure the protection, positive incorporation and 

enhancement of the PRoW network as part of all new development. 

 

Areas 1-10  

 

PRoW: All proposals should consider how the PRoW network could be affected by 

development. This will help enable network improvements to be delivered which can provide 

sustainable transport choices and support growth in the parishes.  

 

It is requested that the KCC is directly involved in future discussions regarding projects that 

will affect the PRoW network. KCC can then advise on the design and delivery of these 

projects, ensuring that new routes successfully integrate with the existing PRoW network. 

KCC would welcome future engagement with the Parish Councils to consider local 

aspirations for access improvements and potential funding sources for the delivery of these 

schemes. 

 

14. Evidence Base Overview: Summary of Background Documents  

 

Heritage Conservation: KCC would suggest that the Swale Heritage Strategy is added to this 

list. The Strategy identifies key themes relevant to Swale’s heritage and the range of 

heritage assets types in the Borough. Reference to the Strategy will help the Parish Councils 

understand how the area fits into the wider heritage of the Borough and develop actions and 

initiatives that complement this4. 

 

 

 

 

 
4 https://swale.gov.uk/news-and-your-council/strategies-and-policies/swales-heritage-
strategy#:~:text=Swale%27s%20Heritage%20Strategy%20This%20strategy%20provides%20a%20framework,and%20Areas%
2C%20including%20designated%20historic%20parks%20and%20gardens. 

  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fswale.gov.uk%2Fnews-and-your-council%2Fstrategies-and-policies%2Fswales-heritage-strategy%23:~:text%3DSwale%2527s%2520Heritage%2520Strategy%2520This%2520strategy%2520provides%2520a%2520framework%2Cand%2520Areas%252C%2520including%2520designated%2520historic%2520parks%2520and%2520gardens.&data=04%7C01%7CFrancesca.Potter%40kent.gov.uk%7Cb8f5acea38fc47f3a18908d90afb02f9%7C3253a20dc7354bfea8b73e6ab37f5f90%7C0%7C0%7C637552895471302250%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=k3hjoqAvnxmvn5dBpiqBMby8aJ5%2BqyWF7KTV8L6K0jo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fswale.gov.uk%2Fnews-and-your-council%2Fstrategies-and-policies%2Fswales-heritage-strategy%23:~:text%3DSwale%2527s%2520Heritage%2520Strategy%2520This%2520strategy%2520provides%2520a%2520framework%2Cand%2520Areas%252C%2520including%2520designated%2520historic%2520parks%2520and%2520gardens.&data=04%7C01%7CFrancesca.Potter%40kent.gov.uk%7Cb8f5acea38fc47f3a18908d90afb02f9%7C3253a20dc7354bfea8b73e6ab37f5f90%7C0%7C0%7C637552895471302250%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=k3hjoqAvnxmvn5dBpiqBMby8aJ5%2BqyWF7KTV8L6K0jo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fswale.gov.uk%2Fnews-and-your-council%2Fstrategies-and-policies%2Fswales-heritage-strategy%23:~:text%3DSwale%2527s%2520Heritage%2520Strategy%2520This%2520strategy%2520provides%2520a%2520framework%2Cand%2520Areas%252C%2520including%2520designated%2520historic%2520parks%2520and%2520gardens.&data=04%7C01%7CFrancesca.Potter%40kent.gov.uk%7Cb8f5acea38fc47f3a18908d90afb02f9%7C3253a20dc7354bfea8b73e6ab37f5f90%7C0%7C0%7C637552895471302250%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=k3hjoqAvnxmvn5dBpiqBMby8aJ5%2BqyWF7KTV8L6K0jo%3D&reserved=0
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KCC would welcome continued engagement as the Neighbourhood Plan progresses. If you 

require any further information or clarification on any matters raised above, please do not 

hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 
Stephanie Holt-Castle 
Director for Growth and Communities  


